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Immigrant workers and supporters demonstrating in Chicago. The poor are standing up to demand their rights. 
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Moving from racial 
division to class unity 



Sign seen during a recent demonstration for immigrant rights in 
Washington, D.C. photo/dave ransom 


Ask any American who are the ma¬ 
jority of the poor in this country, and 
chances are they will tell you most are 
Black. Yet, while it’s true that people of 
color are poor in disproportionate num¬ 
bers, the fact is that two-thirds of the 
poor in America are white. 

We have been taught to believe that 
poverty is Black because it suits the in¬ 
terests of this country’s wealthy, corpo¬ 
rate rulers to have us believe that. It 
hides the reality that poverty is spread¬ 
ing across the nation, that it is rooted in 
an economic transformation, and that it 
has less to do with who we are as indi¬ 
viduals and more to do with which class 
we belong to: rich or poor. 

The concepts of race, racism and 
white supremacy did not arise sponta¬ 
neously—they were created, nurtured 
and promoted by the European capital¬ 
ists as capitalism developed some 500 
years ago, and these ideas were used to 
justify the conquest of other nations. 
As capitalism spread to the Americas, 
bringing African slavery with it, the 
American capitalists developed an es¬ 
pecially virulent form of racism to pre¬ 
vent poor whites from uniting with the 
slaves. That ideology of racism, cou¬ 
pled with the social and economic priv¬ 
ileges extended to the white poor, 
bound the whites to their rulers and thus 
divided the workers. 

Even with the end of slavery, the rul¬ 
ing class was able to continue dividing 


the poorest workers by giving petty 
privileges to white workers, and enlist¬ 
ing a section of the whites in campaigns 
of violence and terror against African 
Americans. The segregation and dis¬ 
crimination, the lynchings and the dis¬ 
enfranchisement of African Americans 
were aimed at disenfranchising the 
whole working class. The isolation of 
the Black workers laid the basis to at¬ 
tack the rights of all workers. 

One of the clearest examples from re¬ 
cent years was the passage of so-called 
“welfare reform” legislation in the mid- 
1990s. This law was passed after some 
15 years of anti-Black propaganda 
aimed at painting poverty as Black and 
the welfare system as a “free ride” for 
Blacks at the expense of white workers. 
The capitalist politicians successfully 
created the myth of the Black “welfare 
queen” to justify eliminating the system 
of public aid. 

The result? “Welfare reform” created 
a pool of slave labor (“workfare”), 
dragged everyone’s wages down and left 
the growing numbers of unemployed, 
white and Black, with no safety net. 

The capitalists have been able to get 
away with this in the past because the 
market economy was expanding, labor 
was needed, and the ideology of white 
supremacy could be reinforced with 
good-paying jobs and other benefits of¬ 
fered to a section of workers in return 
for their support of the ruling class and 


its profit-driven system. That day is 
gone forever. 

The computer and the robot are wip¬ 
ing out jobs by the millions, and global 
competition for the jobs that remain is 
driving down everyone’s wages. A 
growing mass of workers is becoming 
absolutely equal in their poverty, re¬ 
gardless of their color. The economic 
foundation for “racial” unity is being 
destroyed, and a foundation for working 
class unity across the color line is being 


created. That foundation is the common 
demand of the poor for a new society 
that will guarantee the necessities of life 
to everyone, regardless of ability to pay. 

But class unity will not come about 
automatically. It has to be fought for. We 
workers have suffered long enough from 
being divided. If we let the demands of 
the poorest among us be our guide, this 
will lead us toward the class unity that 
will ensure our ultimate victory. 
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How do we end poverty once and for all? 



COVER STORY 


“Homeless and living in paradise” 
was the headline of a recent Chicago 
Tribune article. It told the story of Bert 
Bustamante who lives on a beach in 
Hawaii with his wife and eight children 
and 5,500 other homeless people. Bus- 
tamente was forced out of the house he 
was renting. “I didn’t choose this place 
...Given my circumstances this place 
kind of chose me,” he said. 

The Bustamente family is part of the 
swelling ranks of homeless, estimated at 
4 million people in a given year. They 
form the core of a growing army of the 
poor. Since 2001 people living in poverty 
has increased by 4 million to 37 million. 
Over the same period, those without 
health insurance increased by 5.4 million 
to a record 46.6 million people. 

At the other extreme there is the un¬ 
precedented growth of the rich and super 
rich. Since 1985 the number of billion¬ 
aires has increased from 140 to a record 
793, half of whom are U.S. citizens. With 
an average net worth of $2.3 billion, the 
combined wealth of this plutocracy is es¬ 
timated at a staggering $2.6 trillion. 

The gap between rich and poor is the 
greatest since 1929, the eve of the Great 
Depression. Between 1979 and 2003 the 
annual average income of the bottom 20 
percent of households increased by only 
4 percent or a miserable $600. Over the 
same period the income of the top 20 
percent rose 55 percent or $48,000. For 
the top one percent of households, in¬ 
come more than doubled rising from 
$395,800 in 1979 to $701,500 in 2003, a 
whopping 129 percent 

What explains this deep and growing 
polarization of wealth and poverty? 

The dying capitalist system is the dri¬ 
ving force behind an unprecedented ac¬ 
cumulation of wealth by a tiny minority. 
This concentration of wealth is rooted 
in an equally historic impoverishment 
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print an issue in color. Send 
your donation today to 
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of hundreds of millions throughout the 
world. 

It is the ability of global capitalism to 
drive down the value of labor power by 
replacing workers with robotic technol¬ 
ogy that makes this polarization possi¬ 
ble. Production based on electronics and 
information technology also provides 
capitalists the flexibility to relocate pro¬ 
duction facilities to areas of the world 
where billions of workers in countries 
such as China and India compete for 
jobs paying less than a dollar an hour 

The question is: how are people to 
eat when there is no work? And, who 
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will stand for the poor? 

The U.S. government and the politi¬ 
cal parties have shown themselves as 
nothing more than tools of the ruling 
class. They have transferred resources 
from workers to the rich through feder¬ 
al tax cuts for the rich, no bid contracts 
to corporations, and assaults on the 
remnants of the social safety net. In 
2006 spending for Medicaid, Medicare, 
child support and student loans was 
slashed by $39 billion. 

In particular, the Democratic Party 
has distanced itself from the poor. Their 
“Six Point Plan for 2006” is the center- 


piece of their midterm election strategy. 
It carefully avoids any proposals to ad¬ 
dress the pressing needs of the poor. In¬ 
stead the emphasis is on Bush bashing. 

The developing economic crisis con¬ 
fronts those on the bottom of society 
with one of two alternatives. They can 
continue in their struggle to try to sur¬ 
vive in the dog eat dog existence im¬ 
posed upon them by the corporate ruled 
government; or they can choose the 
path of rejecting capitalism in favor of 
building of a new cooperative society 
on the ruins of the old. 
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Hunger and eating 



A demonstration against homelessness in Atlanta. 
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BY EDUARD-THE-AGITATOR 
LORING CW#91030306 


This may sound astounding 
to many of you, but I was 37 
years old before I noticed eat¬ 
ing is a class issue. I already 
knew everyone gets hungry. 

Oh, I had done my time as a 
seminary professor and a 
Presbyterian committee 
member on the Hunger Task 
Force to understand and fight 
hunger. I had written my 
letters to Congress asking for 
bread for the world. 

But it was not until I sat at the table 
with hungry, smelly, angry, quiet people 
that I realized eating is a class issue. 
Those with money eat; those with no 
money don’t eat. At least life in a con¬ 
sumer capitalistic society is simple. No 
need for task forces and study groups 
here. 

Eating food in the United States of 
America is a matter of money, not faith. 
Though some weasels twist faith to jus¬ 
tify poverty, and though some swine 
pervert the gospel to justify wealth, eat¬ 
ing is a class issue. Everyone gets hun¬ 
gry 3 to 5 times a day. Who eats? 

When I learned that eating is a class 
issue while hunger is a biological issue, 
I faced hard consequences. One of the 
denominational leaders of the Presby¬ 
terian Hunger Program left the church 


where I was pastor. The root cause of 
hunger and poverty could not be 
wealth, he said. Liberalism would be 
out the door. Charity would need to be 
replaced by the work for justice. If the 
cause of hunger is class (people without 
enough money) and wealth (people 
with more money than they need), none 
of the approaches to “root cause” prob¬ 
lems that liberals and good people 
(United Way, Food Banks, Soup 
Kitchens, etc.) employ will end hunger 
in the land of obesity. 

For all hungry children and 
grownups in America to eat when they 
are hungry, we will have to redistribute 
our wealth. Dr King’s revolution of val¬ 
ues will have to be institutionalized in 
the American consumer capitalist 
system. 

These truths, that eating is a class is¬ 
sue and that the root cause of poverty is 
wealth, were taught to me by the hun¬ 
gry themselves, by the cry of the poor. 
This revelation from Jesus through the 
suffering of the poor brought me to a 
new faith and politics. 

The lies of the Reagan Revolution — 
that poverty is a choice or consequence 
of moral defect — are now resident in 
the Democratic Party. The Atlanta City 
Council works under the presiding 
blind eyes of Lisa Borders, who follows 
the orders of Mayor Shirley Franklin as 
she offers laws and executive orders not 
to feed the hungry and not to help the 
needy, in an effort to force the poor 
from our sight while accruing wealth as 
starving children die on our streets. 

Enestae Kessee, Jr. starved to death 


in downtown Atlanta when he was 25 
days old. What has been done? Anti¬ 
almsgiving laws have been passed by 


our city too busy to hear the cry of the 
hungry. Rich Christians, in an age of 
hunger and wealth, hawk Jesus in ritual, 
retirement benefits and vacation homes, 
and blame the hungry for their hunger. 
Oh, my. 

We believe in Jesus, the Human One. 
We follow the radical visions of Dorothy 
Day and the Catholic Worker Move¬ 
ment, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and his 
revolution of values, Clarence Jordan 
and his Koinonia of life and money, and 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer and his Theology of 
the Cross and Life Together. 

We must fight like hell to tear this 
filthy, rotten system to pieces. Let us re¬ 
distribute land, houses, work and 
wealth and build a new society in the 
shell of the old. 

Brother Loring is a Partner at the 
Open Door Community in Atlanta, 
Georgia This article is adapted from the 
September issue of Hospitality, a publi¬ 
cation of the Open Door. 



OUR MOST RECENT PROGRAMS: 

Consciousness, Vision, Strategy 

Executive Director of Project South, Jerome Scott, speaks about three fronts 
of struggle in the US today: the anti-war movement, the immigrant 
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Community Building: Education and Expression 
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VISION 

AND THE FIGHT FOR A NEW WORLD 


This column is a place for revolutionaries 
to debate why a cooperative society is a 
practical solution to the problems people 
are fighting out. We welcome your 
thoughts about the articles we are running 
and we welcome your articles. You can 
view all articles at www.peoplestribune.org. 
E-mail info@peoplestribune.org or write: 
People’s Tribune, P.O. Box 3524, Chicago, 
IL 60654 

A vision of a new 

transportation 

system 

BY SANDRA REID 


A lone air traffic controller was on 
duty in the early morning of August 27, 
2006, in Lexington, Kentucky, when 49 
people were killed in a fiery plane 
crash. The Comair jet was cleared for 


take-off, but by mistake turned onto a 
runway that was too short for the jet to 
take off safely. All but a co-pilot died 
instantly. 

Within days, the media reported as¬ 
tounding details. Federal Aviation Ad¬ 
ministration guidelines called for two 
people to be in the tower that morning. 
Months earlier, Lexington air traffic 
controllers had written federal officials 
“about a hostile working environment 
in the tower and short-staffing on the 
overnight shift,” according to the Asso¬ 
ciated Press. The FAA failed to re¬ 
spond. Furthermore, some safety 
experts say on-board warning systems, 
already in hundreds of airplanes, could 
have prevented the crash. The cost is a 
mere $18,000 per plane. 

Under capitalism, where airlines are 
owned by private corporations, the cor¬ 
poration’s drive for greater profits 
comes first. Safety and reliability come 
second. The tragic loss of lives in this 
preventable accident shows the urgency 
of nationalizing all airlines and other 
public transportation. That is, taking 


them over and putting them under gov¬ 
ernment control. 

Prior to the Deregulation Act of 
1978, the government monitored airline 
prices, maintenance and safety. The 
public had more control over what the 
industry could and couldn’t do. Those 
days ended when the Reagan adminis¬ 
tration responded to corporations’ de¬ 
mands for greater profits and new 
markets. The introduction of electronics 
into production had lowered profit 
rates. An era of deregulation and priva¬ 
tization was ushered in. 

As a result, today, airline travel is be¬ 
coming more unfriendly, dangerous and 
costly. Some airlines are considering of¬ 
fering passengers standing space to in¬ 
crease per-flight profits! Meanwhile, 
safety and maintenance issues are deter¬ 
mined based on maximizing profits. 
Plane parts are purchased on an unregu¬ 
lated global market. Investigations into 
crashes rarely indict the manufacturer. 
The FAA and the National Transporta¬ 
tion Safety Board — government agen¬ 
cies charged with defending the 


public’s interests — are corrupt bureau¬ 
cratic arms of the corporations. 

There is a solution. That solution is to 
create a socialized economy where the 
giant corporations that produce what so¬ 
ciety needs become public, not private, 
property. We have to ask: is it morally 
right that corporations can own planes, 
trains and buses, and run them for profit? 
No, it isn’t. 

In a new cooperative society today’s 
amazing new technology could be 
unleashed to create a new public trans¬ 
portation system that is environmental¬ 
ly safe, convenient, reliable, affordable 
(and that doesn’t run on fossil fuel.) 
This is not pie in the sky. Consider what 
the $8 billion a month spent on the Iraqi 
war could do if spent on the country’s 
infrastructure. The first step is the fight 
for nationalization of transportation. 
This will set conditions for the educa¬ 
tion of the people around of a vision of 
a whole new cooperative world where 
humanity can finally thrive. 



Marching to demand justice for Antwon Monore. 
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Community 
demands 
justice: 

Teacher 
beats boy 

BY REV. FLOYD HARRIS 

After two and a half years, a 
trial will be held on Oct. 17, 

2006, to seek justice for Antwon 
Monore, a 12-year-old African 
American boy, who was at¬ 
tacked by a band teacher at 
Vallejo Middle School in 2004. 

Antwon and a friend went to the 
school’s music building to pick 
up a friend. Antwon said, 

“What’s up” — as in “hello” — 
to Mr. Merlin Chestnut, an 
award-winning band teacher. 

Chestnut became extremely an¬ 
gered, not taking Antwon’s 
words of “what’s up” to mean 
“hello.” He grabbed Antwon by his neck and lifted 
him to the tips of his toes, strangling him. He 
slammed Antwon into walls and lockers, and 
placed him in choke holds. Antwon left the teacher 
room and then the teacher attacked him from be¬ 
hind. Antwon, fearing for his life, ran to the 


school’s office where his requests to call his mother 
were denied. He was later treated at a hospital for 
contusions to his neck and a severe headache. 

Yvette Smith, Antwon’s mother, went immedi¬ 
ately to the school once she found out, making sev¬ 
eral 911 calls to report “a teacher beat up my son.” 


The police issued an assault and 
battery warrant for the teacher; 
however, he was cleared by the Dis¬ 
trict Attorney of all wrong-doing. 
The Vallejo School District, School 
Board, and State Administrators 
have never investigated this crime. 
To add insult to injury, Chestnut’s 
message to Antwon’s mother in¬ 
cluded a statement that said, “I am 
not his [Antwon’s] Nigger, just so 
you know that.” 

After a year and no help from any 
of the officials and employees who 
witnessed the crime, Smith filed a 
civil suit. Solano County’s Grand 
Jury said they couldn’t review the 
case because there is a civil case 
pending. “I finally got in touch with 
the Rev. Floyd Harris, President of 
the State Chapter of the NAN. He 
exposed what has been happening. I 
got a lawyer,” said Smith. Rev. Har¬ 
ris organized a statewide march in 
Vallejo Calf August 25 to bring at¬ 
tention to the case. 

Donations for the defense can be 
sent to Antwon Monroe Acct. 
423.621180.3, Washington Mutual, 
7427 Laguna Blvd., Suite 120/1018, 
Elk Grove, CA 95758 Attend the trial at the 
Vallejo Courthouse, Oct. 17, 8:30 a.m, Dept, 1, 

321 Tuolome St. Web info: 

www.nospank.net/antwon.htm or www.nancal.org 
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Anti-immigrant terror is 
stepped up nationwide 

It’s time to stand shoulder to shoulder 


BY LAURA GARCIA 


National Guard... Fences and more 
fences.... A 13-year-old boy carries his 
dead mom’s body through the 
desert.... More National Guard.... 
Workers stand impotent as their co¬ 
workers are led away.... A knock on 
the door.... Hurried steps in the middle 
of the night.... Some 
head to the woods, 
others to cars that 
burn tires leaving 
places that don’t want 
them.... Children wait 
for their parents to no 
avail.... Spouses in 
search of spouses.... 

No clues, except that 
ICE agents were 
there.... Or was it the 
police.... Or was it 
“citizens” arresting 
them who tied them to 
trees.... 

These are the im¬ 
ages of the terror un¬ 
leashed against those 
branded “illegal” in 
the “land of the free 
and home of the 
brave.” But beware, 
history has proven 
that terror stains 
everyone, victim, wit¬ 
ness, and tyrant alike. 

And like the blood on 
Macbeth’s hands, we 
will not be able to 
wash it off if we stand 
silent. 

In September, com¬ 
munities and workplaces in Tacoma, 
Wash.; Forsyth County, Ga.; Santa 
Cruz County, Calif.; Denver, Colo.; 
Nashville, Tenn.; Charlotte, N.C.; Dade 
County, Fla.; and others were raided by 
agents of the Department of Homeland 
Security’s Bureau of Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE). The raids 
resulted in hundreds, if not thousands, 
of people detained and deported. So far 
this year there have been 23,000 such 
arrests nationwide. 

In effect, the administration is im¬ 
plementing HR 4437, whether or not 
Congress has passed it. 

The administration’s raids were 
mounted at the end of a politically 
much heated spring and summer, when 
the immigrant-rights movement had 
surged forward, with millions taking to 
the streets of this country. At present, 


the movement for immigrant-rights 
seems to have suffered a setback, with 
the Labor Day demonstrations drawing 
very low numbers. Meanwhile, many 
self-appointed leaders have been pos¬ 
turing loudly and wrangling with each 
other over who will lead the movement, 
while those who swelled its ranks have 
been largely left out of the discussion. 


But the movement is not dead. The 
real leadership of this movement will 
not be derailed from their real agen¬ 
da—the basic neccessities of life such 
as food, housing, education, etc. for 
their families—in spite of the different 
agendas others have. 

One of the most prominent agendas 
that some of these self-appointed lead¬ 
ers have been imposing on the move¬ 
ment is “get out and vote” (well, at 
least those who can vote). Yet despite 
these voters’ honest interest in making 
a difference, they are being offered to 
the Democratic Party like roast pigs 
with apples in their mouths. 

But what has the Democratic Party 
done for the immigrant worker (or any 
other worker for that matter)? The last 
time we checked, it was the Democratic 
administration of Bill Clinton who first 


attacked undocumented workers, with 
the 1996 “Responsibility Act”—its 
most onerous aspect being the denial of 
public benefits such as health care and 
public education to the undocumented. 

And it is not simply the Democrats 
complicity in scapegoating immigrants 
that needs to be challenged. The immi¬ 
gration debate needs to fundamentally 


challenge the idea of “legality/illegali¬ 
ty,” which is being imposed by the 
self-described Minutemen and people 
like them in Congress and on the air¬ 
waves — “They broke the law, so they 
are criminals.” We must fight the false 
division that makes one person legal 
and others not. 

But to fight against this false idea, 
we must face those who actually im¬ 
pose it. Who are behind these people 
who declare whether someone is legal 
or illegal, if it is not the arrogant bil¬ 
lionaire owners of corporations and 
banks, who pull the strings of govern¬ 
ments such as the United States and 
Mexico to get them to seal their bor¬ 
ders, hunt down the “illegal,” and 
stomp on them when they are cornered 
and defenseless? 

And why? Because they need to di¬ 


vide and conquer — to pull the wool 
over people’s eyes so they won’t see 
their real enemy — and act. 

We need new laws, yes! — laws that 
decree that, “If you are a human being, 
you are my brother or my sister.” “If 
you are hungry, here’s a piece of bread 
we can share.” “If you are a child, you 
have a good school to go to.” “If you 
are sick, you will be 
provided with health 
care.” Let no flags, 
borders, languages, or 
religions divide us. 
Let’s all come together 
under one flag, the flag 
of the human race. 

It’s time to look be¬ 
yond present institu¬ 
tions and their laws 
and declare them ille¬ 
gal, not the people they 
are directed against. A 
practical step toward 
this is by standing with 
those who are forced to 
break the law to feed 
and house their fami¬ 
lies, by standing with 
those who are being 
forced to break the law 
by renting to the un¬ 
documented; by stand¬ 
ing with those who are 
being forced to break 
the law by providing 
health care and educa¬ 
tion to whose who 
need both. 

During World War 
Two, the German Naz¬ 
i’s ordered every Jew in 
Denmark to wear arm bands with six- 
pointed Jewish stars on them. But the 
King of Denmark put on one of those 
armbands, and all of Denmark followed 
suit. The Germans couldn’t see who 
was a Jew and who was not. What they 
could see was a people united. 

Let’s stand so close together that 
those in search of the so-called crimi¬ 
nals won’t be able to detect the differ¬ 
ence between citizen, legal resident, or 
undocumented. Then standing before 
those who rule and legislate unjust and 
immoral laws, will be a massive sea of 
brothers and sisters in close rank with 
each other. 

El pueblo, unido ... 

The author is editor of the Tribuno 
del Pueblo, the bilingual sister paper 
of the People’s Tribune. She is avail¬ 
able to speak. Call 800-691-6888. 
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'A Warrior for a New World' 


In Memory of Kay Strauther 
February 19, 1915 — August 26, 2006 


With heavy hearts, family, 
friends and comrades gathered in 
Detroit recently to express their 
love and appreciation for Kay 
Strauther, a revolutionary who 
devoted her life to the education 
of the poor and a vision of a new 
cooperative world. Below are ex¬ 
cerpts from remarks made at 
Kay’s memorial by General Gor¬ 
don Baker, an internationally 
known labor leader and chair of 
the Steering Committee of the 
League of Revolutionaries for a 
New America (LRNA). 

I met Kay 42 years ago, back 
in 1964. We were in a battle to 
put the Freedom Now Party on 
the ballot in Michigan. The Balti¬ 
more African American newspa¬ 
per put out a call for people to 
build Freedom Now Chapters 
across the country. Michigan was 
the only state that made it. Kay 
and all of us worked in the 
trenches. We were victorious, but 
it didn’t stop there. 

Kay set up breakfast meetings 
at her house on West Grant Boule¬ 
vard every Sunday. We gathered to 
discuss the burning issues 
of the day. This was back in 1965. 
We were battling police terror in 
the cities and internationally, the 
uprising in the Congo. Kay was one 
of two senior leaders, and believe 
me, we young people needed their 
leadership. 

In the mid-60s, Kay built a Coali¬ 
tion of Black Secretaries. As she 
trained them, she brought them into 
the movement. In 1967, during the 
Detroit Rebellion, Kay was part of 
the citywide Citizen Action Com¬ 
mittee to build a better life for peo¬ 
ple after the rebellion. In 1968, 
when we moved the old Inner Voice 
offices, Kay lent her skills. Without 
Kay, we would have been putting 
out hand-written leaflets. 

In 1978, when DRUM (Detroit 
Revolutionary Union Movement) 
was formed, Kay stepped forward 
once again. She never stopped, help¬ 
ing on picket lines and mobiliza¬ 
tions against the UAW at Cobo Hall. 
When we formed the League of 
Revolutionary Black Workers, Kay 
was there. She was there in the 70’s 
when we broke the ranks of the 



‘Kay guaranteed that the 
ideas in the People’s Tri¬ 
bune and Tribuno del 
Pueblo newspapers and 
the vision of a new coop¬ 
erative America reached 
people of all ethnicities, 
from all walks of life, in 
all parts of Chicago. She 
climbed the stairs of pub¬ 
lic housing projects and 
took all-night bus trips to 
rallies in Washington, 

D.C. to bring revolution¬ 
ary ideas to the struggles 
just beginning.’ 

—The Editorial Boards of the Peo¬ 
ple’s Tribune and Tribuno del Pueblo 



Kay Strauther devoted her life to helping liberate humanity. 

PHOTO/PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE 

League of Revolutionary Black 
Workers to bring white workers into 
the organization. 

Kay was there at the founding of 
the Communist Labor Party, but it 
didn’t stop there. When we got to 
the 80’s and needed to change the 
organization, she was there too. 

Kay had a persistence that allowed 
her to go all the way. She provided a 
leadership not often spoken about. 

She led not by decree. It was her 
practice that gave you strength — 
knowing she was always there doing 
the things that were necessary. 

Kay had a spirit of self-sacrifice that 
inspired us all. She devoted her life 
to the movement. Sister Kay had a 
simple style of life. She never was 
flamboyant — just quietly there in 
the trenches. I once heard a minister 
say if you are going by yourself, you 
travel quickly, but if you carry a 
group, you have to take time to nur¬ 
ture people and bring them forward. 

That was Kay’s method, and we can 
all learn from that. 

Kay fought for a new vision of a 
world, free of want, oppression, and 
injustice. Kay carried the torch as 
long as she could. We must use her 
passing as an opportunity to up the 
struggle and carry on. 


‘Kay’s life was dedicated 
to educating her class so 
that it could free itself. We 
pledge to honor her mem¬ 
ory by continuing the 
work of introducing new 
ideas into the political 
struggle in this country.’ 

—League of Revolutionaries 
for a New America 


General Baker 
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Kay Strauther’s sisters and niece. 
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ITS NOT JUST THE POVERTY 

It’s not just the poverty 
It’s the abandonment 
the sorrow in knowing a kid shot up 
dying in the arms of his mother 
without it meaning a thing to anyone 
without anyone preventing it 
poverty looks like a dead girl 
raped by all the insects of the world 
it never leaves my eyes poverty 
shivers my gaze with its rags 
and tears at my mouth with its shreds 
poverty walks 

and leaves my footprints in the road 
I can’t squash it like a damned mosquito 
that carries all the wailing 
of the world in its hate. 

—Miguel Mendoza Barreto (Venezuela) 
(Translated from Spanish by Jack Hirschman) 


THIS HOUSE OF HUNGER 

For the American kids who 

go to sleep each night without supper 


This house of hunger has 
millions of kids in it. 

Breakfast and lunch is 
all they’re worth. 

Fat Exxon and Bechtel 
have billions of bux in them. 
What pretty profits to set 
before King Death! 

Banks stink with the stench 
of unmitigated greed. 

Ms., Mr. and Mrs. Indifference 
included in their digital speed, 

while those kids lie abed 
each night without even 
a cup of bullion in their 
trembling hands. 


O go kill the children in other 
lands, America, you shootiful, 
and cover for the murders 
you plant in your own backyard. 

Keep insisting you’re democracy, 
but in the starving darkness 
those sad, lost eyes 
know the tmth of your icy lie: 

that you’ve sold all the marbles, 
in their little sacks 
to the bullies who applaud because 
they won’t give them back, 

and you’ve stolen the bread 
that cried for their mouths 
and turned it into dirty dough, 
and that’s why, when finally 


they manage to fall asleep, their 
dreams call you The Haunted 
House, 

put a spell of the Sun on you 
to bum you down, 

so that greedy spirits flee, 
and fields grow rapidly 
good things for hungry 
little bellies to eat. 


—Jack Hirschman 


SPEAKERS for a NEW AMERICA 


A new poetry book by 
Jack Hirschman! 

Revolutionaries are 
greeting the publi¬ 
cation of Jack 
Hirschman’s, “The 
Arcanes” with justi¬ 
fiable pride. Jack, 
the current Poet 
Laureate of San 
Francisco, is per¬ 
haps the city’s best 
known revolution¬ 
ary. This huge col¬ 
lection of his poems 
is more than a 
chronicle of artistic 
development—it is 
the saga of a gener¬ 
ation of social and 
cultural turmoil that 
defined so much of our literature today. 

Poetry is passion. When that passion is fired and directed by 
revolutionary perspectives it has moved mountains. 
Throughout history, poets have been the harbingers—the 
heralds—illuminating, concentrating, and articulating the 
scattered mass demands for freedom and democracy. Jack, 
in “The Arcanes” carries on this great tradition. 

To order ; send $64 to Speakers for a New America, c/o 
People’s Tribune, PO Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654-3524. 
Send $120 if you would like the author’s artwork inserted in 
the book. 
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Who Point 
the Way 
Forward 


Dog Road Woman 

Allison Hedge Coke 

Marginal State 

Francesco Levato 

My Nature 
is Hunger 

Luis J. Rodriguez 

Somebody Better 
Say Something 

(CD) 

Brenda Matthews 

Human Star 

Sarah Menefee 



Contact Speakers for a New America to purchase a book 
or to bring one of these authors to your city. 

Call 800-691-6888, email 
info@speakersforanewamerica.com or visit 
the website: speakersforanewamerica.com. 
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Young artist uses his 
skills to offer vision 
of a new world 



‘It saddens me 
deeply to see young 
brothers out there 
shooting each other 
over crumbs. We 
have to look up and 
see the whole cake. 
I believe there’s 
more than enough 
to go around.’ 


Tim Dowlin. 
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Speakers for a New America inter¬ 
viewed Tim Dowlin, an award-winning 
playwright, actor, poet, and hip-hop artist. 
He is available to speak. Visit 
www.speakersforanewamerica.com 

SNA: Tim, you received an Oppen- 
heimer award for “Corner Wars,” a play 
now on DVD? 

Tim: Yeah. When I went back to the 
corner in Philadelphia where I used to 
hang out with graffiti writers, everyone 
was in jail or shot or disappeared. All new 
faces were selling drugs. I was like, “Wow, 
this is just a big revolving door. The prob¬ 
lem never gets solved; the next generation 
keeps doing the same thing over and over.” 

That really affected me and I wrote a 
play about poverty and drugs. We took it 
to New York and produced it off Broad¬ 
way. It was reviewed in the New York 
Times. I won best new playwright of 2003. 
It was a prestigious award. I won a nice 
stipend, $5,000.1 used that to pay back 
rent in Brooklyn. Now I’m back in Philly. 
I’ve adapted the play into a screenplay; I 
want it to be my first film: “Corner Wars: 
The Movie.” 

SNA: Could you speak on the influence 
that Tupac Shakur has on you? 

Tim: Tupac Sharkur was a revolution¬ 
ary. He grew up in ghettos from Brooklyn 


to Baltimore to Oakland. As an actor, a 
poet and a rapper, he was able to visualize 
and put all his experience into things. In a 
documentary that really affected me, Tu¬ 
pac used an analogy about the Vietnam 
War and how it could have continued be¬ 
cause of one myth. All these soldiers are 
dying valiantly for their country, but it was 
the photos, the video footage, the actual 
images— horrible images of this war... 
that outraged people to the point where it 
absolutely had to stop. That was Tupac’s 
analogy of what he wanted to do with his 
music and poetry. You can’t solve a 
problem until you admit there’s one to be 
solved. 

SNA: What’s your vision of a new 
world? 

Tim: It saddens me deeply to see young 
brothers out there shooting each other over 
crumbs. We have to look up and see the 
whole cake. I believe there’s more than 
enough to go around. This world could be 
a beautiful place if the priorities are not 
about making profits and money off of 
people. We have the technology to produce 
and distribute things, if based on human 
need first. The conditions make us jaded 
and cold and isolated. There’s a conscious 
effort to keep us that way. Our job is to be 
visionaries and let people know it’s possi¬ 
ble to have change. 


THE FUTURE 
IS UP TO US! 

Literature of Rebellion 

Speakers for a New America is reprinting a speech by 
Nelson Peery delivered at a panel discussion in 1994 
following publication of his memoir, Black Fire: The 
Making of an American Revolutionary. We think it is 
relevant for today. 


I started writing “Black Fire” right after the war when the Mc¬ 
Carthy period was just setting in. It is a chronicle of the develop¬ 
ment of a Black young man’s consciousness. I discovered that 
there were stages of development of a person becoming a real rev¬ 
olutionary. 

That journey essentially is from social consciousness — to real¬ 
ly understanding what the relations within society are. For me, that 
was a race consciousness, understanding the position of Blacks in 
the United States. Then came class consciousness — political con¬ 
sciousness — understanding the mechanism that holds us in the 
positions we are in. This includes the understanding that human 
beings are not the enemy. 

When I finally liberated myself I was able to wake-up and say, 
“The white folks aren’t the enemy. It’s the relationship between me 
and them that is the enemy,” I became a serious revolutionary. I re¬ 
main one since. The final thing was self-consciousness — when I 
understood the responsibility that I had as a thinking individual to 
attack and change this thing. Nobody who is self-conscious can 
ever lay down their sword and shield, whether they are a bricklay¬ 
er, as I was, or a writer. I began to understand that society, in its 
evolution, goes through these stages. But it can’t do it without lit¬ 
erature of rebellion. 

Literature in general is somewhat like a concave mirror. It takes 
in all these impressions and senses; concentrates them and reflects 
them back to the people so that they understand what they are go¬ 
ing through. Literature of rebellion goes beyond this. Literature of 
rebellion has to pose a solution to problems. It cannot simply say 
that you’re being exploited, your political situation is intolerable, 
or America is becoming a police state. It says what you propose to 
do about it. Such literature becomes a social weapon. 

As the almost spontaneous rise of literature that points the way 
out becomes clear — the other side moves. Why are they building 
a police state in America? It is because literature of the revolution 
is growing. It is bringing a certain consciousness to the people, a 
social consciousness, an understanding of what our society is and 
the relationship between people and classes. 

Those of us who write, organize and distribute literature have to 
accept this tremendous responsibility of creating and distributing 
literature that reflects the realities of the life we live. 

I have picked up so many books lately that don’t have anything 
to do with how are we are going to guarantee that not one more 
child dies of malnutrition, that not one more woman freezes to 
death in an empty building. That is the responsibility of any seri¬ 
ous human being, especially those of us who are the propagandists 
of society. We cannot accept this responsibility if we don’t grasp 
the content of our time. 

The fundamental thing that shapes all aspects of our life is the 
tremendous economic revolution — the transformation from hu¬ 
man labor to robotics; to production through electronics. That 
brings, on the one hand, the wretched poverty. On the other hand, 
we have to be visionaries to realize that this robotic production can 
produce an economic paradise on earth. Work becomes writing 
books, reading poetry, dancing and playing with babies. That is 
possible today. 

That idea will not arise spontaneously among the masses. It 
must be given to them. That, to me, is the responsibility of the au¬ 
thor, the distributor and the bookseller. It is an awesome responsi¬ 
bility. The well-being of the world hangs in balance — in the 
hands of those who have assumed the responsibility of being the 
propagandists for humanity. 

Order The Future is Up to Us for $12 from Speakers for a New 
America c/o People's Tribune, P.O. Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654. 

OCTOBER 2006 " PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE 9 












THE DAY LABOR GOT PUNKEDU! 


BY MAUREEN TAYLOR 

DETROIT—The days of union solidarity among organized labor are almost gone. The death knell rang 
slowly but loudly as Detroit staged the worst, most unorganized worker celebration in memory. 


Detroit man fights eviction 



Carl Duman (center) with his attorney, Ted Phillips (left), and supporters, at court in Detroit. Carl is a 
Korean War veteran who has been emotionally challenged and had been asking for exemptions from tax 
payments for 15 years because of his condition. Nonetheless, REMAX, through North Park Enterprises, 
LLC, snatched his home from the State and sold it. He was prepared to commit suicide. Michigan Wel¬ 
fare Rights Organization members stood in support of him, and because of community support, he was 
awarded more time to vacate the premises. This battle is not over! THOUSANDS of low-income people 
in Michigan are losing the homes they’ve PAID FOR or nearly paid for because of property tax liens. 

We must put an end to this epidemic creation of homelessness! Contact Welfare Rights at 313-964-0618 
or E-mail: info@mwro.org 
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Poets for justice and peace 

Speak truth to power: an evening of protest poetry 
Date: October 6, 2006 
Time: 7-9 p.m. 

Place: Acme Building, 2418 W. Bloomingdale, Chicago 
Contact: 312-546-4521 oremailfrancesco@francescolevato.com 


In years past, labor both organized and unorga¬ 
nized took over Woodward Avenue for the duration 
of the Labor Day Parade events, and our families 
stood along the sidewalks waiting for us to appear in 
mass. We had courage, we had depth, we had com¬ 
mitment and we were a galvanizing force with a 
clear and unequivocal message—we built this coun¬ 
try, and we plan to keep it! 

When did Spina Bifida set in? This dreaded dis¬ 
ease attacks the spinal cord and renders total paraly¬ 
sis, which is what we witnessed in Detroit, this Labor 
Day, 2006. Local authorities in charge of march per¬ 
mits set the tone by making workers march only on 
one side of Woodward, when we always took over 
the entire street in years past. The Teamsters trucks 
used to start the march with side-by-side rigs driving 
south to lead the parade, their horns blaring the 
sounds of strength. All labor vehicles in the Detroit 
parade were directed off Woodward Avenue at Grand 
Circus Park except for the car Martha Reeves was in, 
and when the marshals were asked why she was al¬ 
lowed to ride down Woodward, it was because they 
were told to let the “dignitaries” go through. 

Such is the state of organized labor. Why are we 
surprised at the dwindling membership given the 
pitiful, paltry, spineless, pathetic performance pro¬ 
vided this day, a day that is sacred and important in 
the history of working people? Where the hell is the 
rank and file? 

I heard someone say that the union movement 
should just go join AARP where at least they would 
get better representation. The Detroit Teachers 
Union is out on a critical protest, suggesting that they 
are picketing on behalf of our children and for gener¬ 
ations of teachers to come. Where the hell were 
they this morning? Thousands of striking educators 
should have been leading this damn parade with 
handfuls of information to pass out. AWOL! Thou¬ 
sands of airline flight attendants are out on a critical 
protest, suggesting that they are picketing for the 
greater good of airline employees everywhere as they 
demand fair wages. Where the hell were they this 
morning? AWOL! Workers in every venue are un¬ 
der attack with wages, with benefits, with pensions, 
with rights to unionize, and we walk on this day, with 
our guts missing in action our man and womanhood 
eviscerated. 

Workers, all we have is our ability to work in ex¬ 
change for a fair wage and for a chance that our chil¬ 
dren can experience better than what we have. We 
must fight for a quality of life that insures such an 
existence. When we reach that point where such a 
vision under current conditions is no longer possible, 
workers must move to make Detroit live up to her 
potential, for to do less makes us less than human be¬ 
ings. We are afraid to sign recall petitions, afraid to 
sign-up to help impeach President Bush, afraid to 
march on both sides of Woodward. Maybe, we just 
don’t care anymore. Happy Labor Day, Detroit! 


The outcry of poets will be heard despite permit 
denials for the World Can’t Wait Day of Mass 
Resistance Protest and March. Events will also 
take place in San Francisco, and NYC, where 
similar protests have been denied. Everything 
from homeland security to traffic concerns has 
been cited as reason for the denials. The event, 
organized by activist poet Francesco Levato, 


sought poets whose work answered yes to these 
questions: “Are you opposed to war without end; 
to torture; to eavesdropping on American citi¬ 
zens; to suppressing scientific truths; to a dan¬ 
gerous theocracy imposed on Americans; to 
holding prisoners without due process; to the 
erosion of women’s rights to abortion, and so 
on?” 
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These five children of the Ramirez family were among six children killed in a Chicago fire September 3. 


With no electricity, family used candles for light 

Corporate power kills Chicago children 


BY LEW ROSENBAUM 


CHICAGO—A tragic fire killed six 
children in the early hours of Sunday 
morning, September 3, when flames en¬ 
gulfed the apartment that Augusta and 
Amado Ramirez had called home for 8 
years. Mrs. Ramirez was taken to the 
hospital suffering burns and the conse¬ 
quences of smoke inhalation. Five of her 
nine children and a friend’s child, who 
was spending the night, perished. But 
that’s just the beginning of the story. 

The rest of the story adds up to the 
crime of corporate murder. 

Three months ago, Commonwealth 
Edison shut off the family’s electricity. 
The Ramirez family had been approved 
by LIHEAP (Low Income Home Ener¬ 
gy Assistance Program ) for assistance 
on their electric bill, but Com. Ed. 
wouldn’t accept the LIHEAP money 


because it was an insufficient amount to 
put the power back on. 

The family resorted to candles for 
light. The Fire Department has main¬ 
tained there were no smoke detectors in 
the apartment. Jay John¬ 
son, the landlord, owns 
seven other “affordable” 
buildings in Rogers Park. 

His Cornerstone Corpora¬ 
tion owns nine city-wide. 

Other residents of John¬ 
son’s buildings have said 
he is known for code vio¬ 
lations. A court had re¬ 
cently ordered Johnson to attend a 
“training” to clear up some of his viola¬ 
tions. Johnson is a frequent contribu¬ 
tor to Rogers Park Alderman Joe 
Moore, who appointed Johnson to the 
zoning commission. 

The real story here is not another 


tragedy of six children dying, nor 
more corporate and political corruption. 
No, the real story is that it didn’t have 
to happen. While community agencies 
and politicians wring their hands, those 
who have had to endure 
suffering as has the 
Ramirez family know 
what the solutions are. 

Electricity is a public 
utility and should be 
available to all, yet our 
government continues to 
privatize utilities and 
make them subject to 
profit. Decent housing at an affordable 
price is something any human being de¬ 
serves, yet the city of Chicago has a his¬ 
toric commitment to making its public 
housing unlivable and then destroying 
and privatizing it, forcing its residents 
into the kind of “affordable” housing 


Johnson controls. 

In the wake of the fire, neighbors have 
shown their compassion and generosity 
by contributing to a fund for the family. 
An African-American pastor, represent¬ 
ing his constituents, stated to reporters 
that African-American families in the 
neighborhood had to endure similar con¬ 
ditions and felt the grief very personally. 
In contrast, Commonwealth Edison an¬ 
nounced an Illinois rate increase, starting 
in January, of about 25%. 

There is a column in the People’s Tri¬ 
bune entitled, “The Future is Up To 
Us.” When the solutions are obvious to 
all, the slumlords should be tried for 
murder. The lives of our children are 
too precious to entrust to utilities de¬ 
pendent on profit. Placing energy and 
housing under public control is one step 
toward guaranteeing satisfaction of 
everyone’s basic human needs. 


Right now, 57,000 
households in 
Chicago have no 
gas, and 5,000 
have no electricity. 


Ford has a better idea 

(On how to get rid of workers) 

BY CLAIRE MCCLINTON 

In January, Ford Motor Co. announced un¬ 
precedented plant closings and layoffs. But on 
September 15, Ford announced an acceleration of 
it’s “Way Forward” business plan to secure it’s fu¬ 
ture and “get competitive.” Ford is seeking to 
eliminate 25,000 to 30,000 hourly workers by 
2012, along with 14,000 salaried workers by 
2007—but will close nine of the previously an¬ 
nounced 14 plants by 2009. The “new” business 
model uses the same strategy as GM and Delphi 
did—radically reduce the labor force through buy¬ 
outs and attrition packages. And just like GM, 
Ford had recently negotiated core changes in the 
Health Care plan, including raising co-pays and de¬ 
ductibles for its retirees. 

Since January, however, Ford went further than GM 
since they were able to open up local agreements at 30 
facilities and renegotiate new work rules etc. These 
local “modem operating agreements” saved the com¬ 
pany over $600 million. 

Also, unlike GM, Ford hired themselves a bionic 
man—Alan Mullaly from Boeing. Starting with his 



Workers rally for health care in Wilmington, Del. In the 
new global economy, workers such as these know that 
they cannot depend solely on the bargaining table to win 
their fights. PHOTO/Fred Comegys delawareonline.com 

$7.5 million signing bonus, salary, stock options and 
other perks, he’s a bona fide auto baron whose total 
contract is estimated to be $100 million!!! 

DELPHI UPDATE 

Now that nearly 70% of the almost 25,000 Delphi 
employees have opted (under duress) to leave, work¬ 
ers everywhere are watching to see what if any settle¬ 
ment Delphi, UAW, and GM can agree to. (In another 
bankruptcy case, parts supplier Tower reached an 
agreement with its unions, but details were unavailable 


at the time of this writing.) The newest “hit day” 
for Delphi to appear in court to dissolve UAW 
contracts is October 19. Recent UAW contracts in 
this intense climate of plant closings and layoffs 
are being judged on the basis of “how much can 
we keep of what we already have?” The Delphi 
bankruptcy is the largest in history. Almost 70 
years of hard fought union wages and benefits 
hang in the balance. The idea that a judge can 
undo all of this with the stroke of a pen means that 
it’s time not only for new tactics and strategy on 
the part of the unions, but also it’s time for a 
whole new social contract as well. 

MORE HEALTH CARE CUTS COMING? 

Right now GM is spearheading a public rela¬ 
tions campaign through the news media lamenting 
the high cost of Health Care. A local Detroit 
newspaper recently had a front page article entitled 
“Stranglehold—How General Motors and the Nation 
Are Losing an Epic Battle to Tame the Health Care 
Beast.” Clearly, this a transparent attempt to prep the 
public (including autoworkers) for further cuts in 
Health Care. Stay Tuned... 

Correction: In an article in the September issue, 
we described Gary Walkowicz as a retiree . In fact, he 
is an active auto worker. 


OCTOBER 2006 • PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE 1 1 



















VOICES FROM BENTON HARBOR. MICH 

THE MYTH OF OUR LEGAL SYSTEM: 
‘JUSTICE FOR ALL!’ 


Sept 28 - Oct 1. 2006 J 


BY REV. EDWARD PINKNEY 

Shannon David McKinney was 
found guilty Sept. 27 by a Berrien 
County jury. The charge was possession 
of marijuana. There was .00004 grams 
of marijuana planted by Officer Collins 
and Officer Bernard Hall. Both claim it 
was in McKinney’s pocket. Mr. McKin¬ 
ney does not smoke or sell marijuana. 

Court-appointed attorney Berger 
from the Berger & Laforge Law Firm 
refused to subpoena witnesses for the 
defendant to prove that there was no 
marijuana and that Officers Collins and 
Hall had planted the marijuana. 

The defendant had several witnesses 
who would have testified that he had no 
marijuana in his possession. McKinney 
told the Judge that Attorney Berger re¬ 
fused to subpoena his witnesses. McKin¬ 
ney recorded the phone conversation 
without the Attorney’s knowledge. Dur¬ 
ing the conversation he told McKinney 
that he refused to subpeona witnesses and 
that McKinney could do nothing about it. 
McKinney played the tape for me. 

Before the trial started and any evi¬ 
dence was presented, Judge Angela 


Pasula told the defendant, “You are go¬ 
ing to trial and then to jail.” Judge Pasu¬ 
la, the Prosecutor, and court-appointed 
Attorney Berger were a team against 
Mr. McKinney. 

Legal malpractice has been defined 
in Michigan by a series of cases 
beginning with Babbit v. Bumpus. The 
Michigan Supreme court defined 
legal malpractice in Michigan as any 
professional misconduct — acts by 
your attorney that cause you to suffer a 
damage. 


* * * 


ORDER THE PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE 

800-691-6888 * www.peoplestribune.org 

The corporations are trying to keep the poor from uniting in a struggle for a 
new cooperative America where the needs of all are met. The truth needs to 
get out. Order bundles of the People’s Tribune for 15 cents a copy. Order a 
free People’s Tribune Radio program, “Community vs. Corporate Rule” or 
listen at www.ptradio.org. 

Call 800-691-6888. Mail payment for papers to: 

People’s Tribune, PO Box 3524, Chicago IL 60654. 

SPEAKERS for a NEW AMERICA 

Invite Rev. Pinkney and other speakers to your city. Call 
800-691-6888 or email info@speakersforanewamerica.com. 
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Yesterday was a bad day for a 15- 
year-old boy when his court-appointed 
attorney, Scott Sanford, told him that 
his mother said to plead guilty. The boy 
had the courage to stand up and tell 
Judge Dennis Wiley that his mother 
said no such thing [his mother was 
present in the court room.] However the 
Judge stated that since the boy had al¬ 
ready pleaded guilty, he would not take 
it back. The boy was sentenced to 23 
years in prison for allegedly attacking a 
guard in the Juvenile Center. 
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Rev. Edward Pinkney and Dorothy Pinkney at a democracy conference in 
Madison, Wis. Rev. Pinkney spoke about the stolen election in Benton 
Harbor and the struggle against the Whirlpool Corporation. 


We must examine the moral, judicial 
and constitutional implications of the 
push to resolve cases by pressuring defen¬ 
dants into plea agreements, guilty or not. 

I have seen thousands of people like 
Mr. Shannon McKinney and the 
young Mr Murphy. Who will be next? 
When are the good people of this 
county, this state, and this country go¬ 
ing to stand up and say enough 
is enough? This is what happens when 
big corporations run the government. 

We can do something about our con¬ 
ditions if we stop thinking like the rul¬ 
ing class. The first step is to unite 
people’s thinking with their actual con¬ 
ditions. The poor have to be won over 
to think according to who they are and 
unite. This is very important if the peo¬ 
ple want to change this situation. 

Rev. Edward Pinkney 
269-925-0001 anytime 
1940 Union St. 

Benton Harbor, MI 49022 
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Advice for Young Mothers 

“When burdens get heavy and 
make you bend down, don’t give 
up. When storms rag and shower 
us with heartaches, family 
problems, financial problems, 
sickness, depression, lack of jobs 
that knock us down, don’t break. 
Don’t give up. Hold on. Keep 
the Faith and everything will be 
alright. We must continue to 
lean and depend on God for all 
things .... we must be steadfast 
and unmovable. We’ve got to 
keep pressing on ...” 

— Excerpted from Dorothy 
Pinkney’s speech to young mothers 

Courageous Michigan 
Prisoners Speak Out: 

“I told a fellow prisoner how I 
was wrongfully convicted. He 
showed me a copy of the People’s 
Tribune and suggested I write. 
The least it can do is save anoth¬ 
er Black person from my fate.” 

—Ervin Sims, #168625. 
(Excerpts from his letter will 
be at peoplestribune.org) 

“Rev. Pinkney is innocent and 
the Berrien County detectives 
have offered me an acquittal on 
all charges and money to relocate 
in exchange to falsely make 
allegations against Rev. 

Pinkney. I’m available for any 
and all comments.” 

—Craig Shivers #183726 


























